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did not want to leave the ship on account of the arrange-
ments for the English postal service and because their
passage home had been announced.   This had the result
of bringing an English destoyer and an armed steamer,
both cleared for action, to lie ofi the Frederick the Great
when the time came for them to leave the ship.   They
now left the ship without further incident.  This business,
which was witnessed by a number of ship* companies,
again aroused indignation.   The supersession of both the
delegates was therefore final and yet considered com-
pletely in accordance with the regulations by the greater
proportion of the ships.   The torpedo boats had made
known their trust in their delegate to the Head Soldiers'
Council.  He and a further delegate of the Head Soldiers*
Council, whom I would have liked to have kept on account
of their loyalty to the Navy, resigned from their positions
and wished to avail themselves of the transport home.
A fifth delegate was already prepared to exchange for a
billet in the Interned Squadron party at Wilhelmshaven.
Thus had the Head Soldiers' Council dissolved.
As I was compelled to order the election of a new Head
Soldiers' Council in accordance with the proclamation of
the 24 January, and as the crews had not yet altogether
become of one mind on the subject of which line to follow,
I thought it necessary that in the new elections it was to
be strived for, that only delegates who would promise,
in the interests of the State, to work for the Navy and
the Interned Squadron would be elected to the Head
Soldiers* Council. Pending the holding of the new
elections which took place a few weeks later, the Soldiers'
Council of my new Flagship provided me with an upright
and loyal petty officer for the post of Head Soldiers'
Councillor. The newly elected Head Soldiers' Council
turned out to be immeasurably better *fran its pre-